
U.S. District Court, District of Minnesota 
 

 
Electronic Payment of Court Fees  
through CM/ECF Filing Events 

 (Updated November 18, 2013) 
 

1. Effective September 21, 2009, secure, online payments may be made by a checking or 
savings account or by a credit, or debit card as part of specific e-filing events through the 
U.S. Treasury’s Pay.gov website.  

2. ECF allows for electronic payment of fees in the following events: Notice of Appeal to 
the 8th Circuit, Motion for Pro Hac Vice Admission (Resident and Non-Resident 
Movant), Complaint, Notice of Removal, Petition (in a Civil Case), Petition for Writ of 
Habeas Corpus, Prisoner Complaint under 42 U.S.C. 1983, and Petition re: Review of 
Naturalization Application. Also, attorney re-registration fees may be made through 
CM/ECF (under the Utilities menu).  

3. Electronic payment of appeal fees and pro hac admission fees through Pay.gov is 
mandatory.  

4. NOTE: Only these events/fees may be used for electronic payment through Pay.gov. All 
other court fees must be made at the Clerk’s office, either by mail, by courier, or in 
person. Credit card authorizations can no longer be sent via facsimile. 

5. When using these events, the e-filer is prompted for electronic payment of the required 
filing fee. The e-filer’s browser is automatically directed to the secure Pay.gov website, 
and credit/debit card billing information is entered. The payment transaction is 
seamlessly integrated in the CM/ECF filing event, and a Pay.gov receipt number is 
automatically added to the filer’s docket entry text. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pay.gov/paygov/
https://www.pay.gov/paygov/
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Example: Filing a “Notice of Appeal” and Paying the Fee through Pay.gov 
 

STEP 1. Login to CM/ECF with an attorney account and select “Appeal Documents” from 
either the “Civil” or “Criminal” events menu: 

 
 

STEP 2. Enter the case number then click Next. 
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STEP 3. Select the “Notice of Appeal to 8th Circuit” event then click Next. 

 
 

STEP 4. Browse for the PDF “Notice of Appeal” document then click Next. 
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STEP 5. Select the filer then click Next. 

 
 

STEP 6. Select the order being appealed by checking the box next to “Should the 
document you are filing link to another document in this case?” then click Next. 
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STEP 7. Then select the order and judgment that you are appealing then click Next. 

 
 

STEP 8. At the prompt, answer the following question then click Next. 
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STEP 9. The following screen will appear notifying the filer of the filing fee and additional 
information re: the Pay.gov transaction then click Next. 
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STEP 10. To make an ACH payment, fill out the information under Pay Via Bank Account 
(ACH). To make a credit card payment, scroll down the screen and fill out the 
information under Pay Via Plastic Card (PC).  

 

 
 

*If making an ACH payment, the payment date will populate to the next available payment date. 
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Enter all online payment information (required fields are indicated by *), then depending on 
payment method, click the button, Continue with ACH Payment, or select Continue with Plastic 
Card Payment. 

Confirm the ACH or credit/debit card billing information, authorize payment, and enter an 
(optional) e-mail address to receive a confirmation e-mail receipt, then click on “Submit 
Payment”: 

Confirmation for plastic card payment billing information: 
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Confirmation for ACH billing information: 

 
 

NOTE: Failing to mark the “Authorization and Disclosure” agreement checkbox results in 
the following message: 
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STEP 11. Clicking the “Submit Payment” button completes the Pay.gov transaction.  

Successful completion of the ACH or credit/debit card payment results in a return 
to the CM/ECF “Notice of Appeal” filing event screen. Click Next.  

 

STEP 12. Click Next again. 

STEP 13. Clicking “Next” commits the filing event and generates the Notice of Electronic 
Filing (NEF). The resulting docket entry text includes the Pay.gov receipt 
number: 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

CAUTION! Do not use the web browser’s “Back” button once you have 
entered the ACH or credit/debit card billing information. Doing so may result 
in incomplete data being transmitted, or in duplicate Pay.gov transactions. 
 
If necessary, click on the “Cancel” button, then start the filing event over again. 
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