
 

 

 

 
 
March 4, 2021 
 
As you are well aware, we are in the middle of a very challenging period in American history.  In a very 
accurate and appalling observation, U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts was absolutely 
correct when he said, "We have come to take democracy for granted, and civic education has fallen by 
the wayside."   We would like to lead our community in doing something about the absence of civil 
education in America. 

In an effort to fight this trend, our federal court is embarking on a bold mission to create civics and 
judicial education centers in our St. Paul and Minneapolis courthouses. Our education centers, along 
with a dynamic and interactive online presence, will seek to support knowledge about the 
Constitution and the judicial branch of government, and to inspire fascination about our democratic 
institutions.   

The education centers will not avoid controversial questions or tough lessons from our past, but 
instead will create a safe space for community events designed to draw attention to the advancement 
of justice for all. Our goal is to instill in our students and in the public an appreciation and 
understanding of the American system of government and how everyone can participate fully in civic 
life. 

We plan to create a public-private partnership to bring this vision to life.  We are working with our 
partners at the Federal Bar Association and the Minnesota State Bar Association to develop 
programming, support, and exhibitions that will provide a civics engagement experience too often 
missing in American life today.    

We will build on what other federal courts have done to promote democratic engagement and be an 
inspiring example of what can be done throughout America.  We want to help ensure that in 
Minnesota and beyond, in the words of our Chief Justice, we do not ever take democracy for granted.   

Thank you very much for your interest in our vision. 

       Sincerely, 

 
John R. Tunheim  
Chief U.S. District Judge  


