
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA

STATUS CONFERENCE

In Re: Levaquin Products Liability
Litigation,

Plaintiff,

v.

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

COURT MINUTES
BEFORE: John R. Tunheim

U.S. District Judge

Case No: 08-1943 JRT
Date: February 3, 2015
Deputy: Heather Arent-Zachary
Court Reporter: Kristine Mousseau
Time Commenced: 8:49 a.m.
Time Concluded: 9:00 a.m.
Time in Court: 11 Minutes

Hearing on:  Status Conference
1. Cases Pending

Defense counsel reported that there are currently 181 cases pending in the MDL.  The pending cases fall
into three general categories: 77 are waiting for settlement, many of which will soon be dismissed; 80 cases involve
pro se plaintiffs, most of which will soon be dismissed, remanded, or transferred, based on responses to orders to
show cause; and the final category includes several miscellaneous cases that Defense counsel is looking into.

2. Pro Se Cases

At the last status conference, Defense counsel indicated that they would be preparing a proposed order for the
dismissal of cases for which the order to show cause deadline passed in November.  Defense counsel presented that
proposed order to the Court for 42 cases.  Defense counsel also noted that 6 pro se plaintiffs submitted responses
indicating that they wish to proceed with their claims—3 would be appropriate for transfer, and 3 for remand. 
Defense counsel will submit proposed orders for transfer and remand to the Court shortly but will wait to see if any
additional cases need to be transferred or remanded in the group whose order to show cause deadline is February
4, 2015.  There are 30 plaintiffs in the February 4 group—29 cases in which the Carey Danis & Lowe firm has
moved to withdraw as counsel, and one additional plaintiff.  The Court has been receiving the responses for these
orders to show cause.  Defense counsel indicated a final category containing a small number (1 to 4) other probable
pro se plaintiffs.  Defense counsel will follow up with these cases and then ask the Court to issue a final order to
show cause regarding pro se plaintiffs.

3. Miscellaneous

Defense counsel reported that an order dismissing three cases—Hankins, Ilardi, and Knight—is now appropriate. 
An order to show cause was entered for those cases on October 11, 2014, and Defense counsel has not received a
response from those plaintiffs.  Defense counsel also moved to dismiss with prejudice the case brought by Stephanie
Sumpter, based on a suggestion of death.  Additionally, Defense counsel received a notice of withdrawal by counsel
for plaintiff Amy Angel.  Defense counsel is going to reach out and determine whether there will be a substitution
of counsel or if Angel will become a pro se plaintiff.  Counsel estimated that the MDL is now roughly 2-3 months
from completion.

Next Status Conference: Wednesday, March 11, at 11:00 AM.
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APPEARANCES:
Plaintiff:  Jacqueline Olson
 Defendant: Tracy Van Steenburgh
Phone: Ed Coleman, Charles Zimmerman, Brenda Fulmer

     s/Heather Arent-Zachary
Courtroom Deputy Clerk
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