
2013 
Dred Scott Project 

Legacy of Courage and Freedom: 
Dred and Harriet Scott 

District of Minnesota 
 

hosted by 

U.S. District Chief Judge Michael J. Davis U.S. District Judge Donovan W. Frank 



Dred Scott Project Planning Committee 

Jon Anderson, Social Studies Department, Bloomington Kennedy High School 
Tim Anderson, director, Secondary Teaching & Learning, Bloomington Schools 

Manny Atwal, Assistant Federal Defender 
Rebecca Baertsch, Judicial Assistant to Judge Donovan W. Frank 

Charles Cree, U.S. District Court Training Specialist 
U.S. District Judge Donovan W. Frank 

Roxanne Givens, Minnesota African American Museum and Cultural Center 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Jeanne J. Graham 

Kevin Groebner, Assistant Principal, Bloomington Jefferson High School 
Richard M. Josey, Jr., Manager of Programs, Historic Sites and Museums Division, Minnesota Historical Society 

Thomas F. Nelson, Esq. 
Randy Quale, Manager, Bloomington Park and Recreation Department 
Mary Rice, Esq., Chairperson, Bloomington Human Rights Commission 

Heidi Simons, Social Studies Department, Bloomington Jefferson High School 
Tracy Smith, City of Bloomington 

Rachna B. Sullivan, Esq., President, Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association 
Andrea Wambach, Eighth Circuit Branch Librarian 

Frank White, Historian 
Roger Willhaus, Esq. 





Assistant Federal Defender Manny Atwal 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Lola Valazquez-Aguilu 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Ann Anaya 

Training Specialist Charles Cree 

Open Doors to Federal Courts 
American History Class Presenters 

 





My name is Charlie Cree.  I was formerly the training specialist for the Clerk’s Office at the 
United States District Court—District of Minnesota.  I’m here today to provide some 
background before you attend the Court’s Open Doors to Federal Courts program on April 25. 
That program is going to focus on these individuals. 



Harriet and Dred Scott.  Two people who risked everything to gain their freedom by taking 
their owners all the way to the Supreme Court.  They lost their case, but, by their effort, set in 
motion changes that transformed the country we live in.  I know many of you know parts of 
their story, and I hope you’ll forgive me if I cover ground you’ve already covered.  But it is 
such an important story, I think it bears repeating.  Perhaps I can add just a little bit more 
context along the way.  The issues the Scotts placed before the nation are still with us today. 
 



Both Harriet and Dred Scott were born in Virginia.  Their ancestors were among the 600,000 
Africans forcibly removed from Africa and put to work in the colonies that eventually broke 
with England and formed the United States of America.  The first African slaves arrived in 
Virginia in 1619.  It seems only appropriate that Virginia, where slavery was first planted, should 
be the birthplace of two individuals who contributed so greatly to slavery’s elimination.  It is 
important to remember that mortality rates during the middle passage were high.  An 
estimated four million Africans lost their lives during transportation.  The majority of the 
millions of Africans shipped to the New World ended up in Spanish, French and Portuguese 
colonies. 
 
The nature of slavery is clear from this illustration.  The master in this shot is standing next to 
the big house.  The slaves—men, women and children—are engaged in processing raw material 
raised in the fields by other slaves.  Those who did the processing developed skills that owners 
routinely rented out to others.  Both Harriet and Dred were skilled workers.  Both were rented 
out at times during their period of bondage. 



About ten years ago, I visited Ghana where I had a chance to walk through the Door of No 
Return at a slave castle in a city called Cape Coast.  This, and other portals, were the last view 
many Africans had of their native land. 
 



As you can see from this picture, the slave trade was a massive operation.  This facility was run 
at different times by the Dutch, the Portuguese and the English.  The chapel located just above 
the cells where the women slaves were housed was at various times the site of Dutch 
Reformed services, Catholic masses, and Anglican services.  Those detained in the castle were 
kept in dark, filthy dungeons for up to three months in order to be “seasoned”—that is, to wear 
them down to the point where they would not resist being put chains and stacked into the hold 
of the slave ships.  
 



Harriet and Dred met and were married at another fort—Fort Snelling.  Constructed in 1819, 
Fort Snelling had two purposes—to protect the northwest frontier from the British and to 
support the work of Indian Agents who were charged with regulating the fur trade.  It is 
interesting to note the similarity between its design and that of the 17th Century Virginian 
plantation depicted in the first slide. 
 



Fort Snelling was constructed in the Northwest Territory—a region so designated by Congress 
under the Articles of Confederation.  The land in the Northwest Territory was ceded by the 
British in the Treaty of Paris that ended the Revolutionary War.  Congress outlawed slavery in 
the region principally at the request of the southern states which had their eyes on expanding 
westward and which did not want to have to compete with the region should it be allowed to 
produce crops that depended on slave labor. 
 
Americans tend to think of the Civil War as a north/south conflict.  It was also an east/west 
conflict.  The United States was founded both as a Republic and an Empire—just like Rome.  
Imperial expansion is what put the greatest strain on the national unity.  The Articles of 
Confederation were tossed out and replaced by the Constitution, in part, because the manner 
of imperial expansion was not spelled out in the Articles.  The Constitution made it clear that 
the territories belonged to the central government—not to the individual states.  The empire 
would be built by the Federal government, not by individual states. 



The major resource exploited in the old Northwest was pelts such as these. 
 



The value of a single beaver pelt was nearly $48 in today’s money.  It was worth more than 
$175 by the time it reached Europe. 
 



The principal business of Fort Snelling was business.  The individual on the left is Lawrence 
Taliaferro, the Indian Agent at Fort Snelling.  He was the owner of Harriet Scott.  The individual 
at the right is John Sanford.  He was an Indian Agent who left that post to become the CEO of 
the most powerful Fur Trading Company in North America.  His partners included Henry 
Hastings Sibley and Henry Mower Rice.  He was the one time owner of much of downtown      
St. Paul and the falls of St. Anthony.  He was the driving force behind the first land grant railroad 
in the United States—that made possible the construction of the Illinois Central Railroad.  It was 
John Sanford who the Scotts brought suit against in the Supreme Court. 
 



 
 

At the time when Harriet and Dred were at the fort, the Indian Agents were working directly 
with the Dakota people we now call the Mdewakanton Sioux.  This painting by George Caitlin 
portrays the Mdewakanton camp near Lake Calhoun.  Shortly after this painting was 
completed, the Mdewakanton moved to what is now Bloomington.  It is nearly certain that 
both Dred and Harriet worked in this area during their time at Fort Snelling.  It is well that 
Minnesotans not misrepresent slavery as something that just happened “down South.”  It 
happened here—where we currently stand. 



It might help connect us more profoundly to the history of slavery to remember that Lake 
Calhoun is named after John C. Calhoun, Secretary of War during the time of the building of 
Fort Snelling.  Calhoun was the most vocal advocate for the perpetuation of slavery in the first 
half of the 19th century.  Some would say he was the author of the Civil War.  He certainly 
looked the part. 
 



After the Scotts married, the ownership of Harriet was transferred to Mrs. John Emerson, the 
wife of the military doctor who had brought Dred to Fort Snelling.  The Emerson’s home was  
St. Louis.  Mrs. Sanford grew up on her father’s plantation outside of St. Louis.  Both Harriet 
and Dred worked for a time on that plantation.  The Scotts filed their original freedom suit in 
this courthouse in St. Louis.  Under Missouri law, any slave taken into free territory was 
deemed to be free for life.  Many such cases had been filed in the past.  In their original suit in 
Missouri District Court, the Scotts prevailed.  The Missouri Supreme Court reversed the verdict.  
The Scotts then appealed to the Supreme Court. 
 



The Scotts risked retaliation of the worst kind.  Their family could have been sold down river 
to work in the fields or split up never to see each other again.  It took enormous courage to 
do what they did, especially considering the fact that the courthouse where the Missouri 
cases were heard was built on land donated by Auguste Chouteau, the uncle of John Sanford, 
the CEO of the fur company who was declared their owner after the death of Mrs. Emerson’s 
husband.  Both Chouteau and Sanford were political allies of John C. Calhoun.  Both were 
actively promoting a theory put forward by Calhoun that the federal government had no 
constitutional right to regulate slavery in the territories or in any state. 
 



When the Supreme Court met to hear the case it was not in this familiar building.  The 
current home of the Supreme Court was built during the 1930s.   



The land on which that impressive building was constructed was occupied until the 1930s by 
a building known as the Old Brick Capitol.  The Old Brick Capitol was a kind of hotel built to 
house members of Congress after most of Washington was destroyed by the British after the 
War of 1812.  It was the Washington residence of John C. Calhoun and the place where he 
died in 1850. 



The Federal Government bought the site and tore down the Old Brick Capitol.  They 
purchased the property from the National Womens Party—one of the groups that worked 
to gain women the right to vote. 



Prior to being used by the Women’s Party, the building was used as a Federal prison.  It was, 
in fact, the site where the Lincoln conspirators, including Mary Surratt (the first woman 
executed by the United States), were hung on the scaffold. 



The Chief Justice who presided over the court that heard the Scott’s case was Roger Taney.   
Taney was from a slave holding state.  He managed to use the Scotts’ case to make John C. 
Calhoun’s theory the law.  Taney declared that the Federal government never had had the 
right to outlaw slavery.  He asserted that the Federal government could not regulate slavery 
in the territories or in any of the individual states.  Furthermore, he asserted that persons 
of African descent had no rights that any white man was bound to respect.  No African 
could ever become a citizen.  No African could bring suit in Federal Court. 



What John C. Calhoun and Justice Taney were responding to was the fear that abolitionists 
would use the Federal courts to abolish slavery.  Given the history of abuse and exploitation, 
white southerners feared retaliation from ex-slaves as much as they feared the loss of the 
value of the slaves they held.  At the time of the Scotts’ hearing before the Supreme Court, 
slaves represented the largest collective asset of the American people. 



The Scott decision had an immediate effect on the north.  Paramilitary groups called “The Wide 
Awakes” began marching in the streets bearing torches and banners.  The implication was clear.  
The north was ready to fight. 



Francis Preston Blair, Jr.—brother of Montgomery Blair who represented Dred and Harriet 
Scott in their suit before the Supreme Court—was the leader of the Wide Awakes in St. Louis, 
where Dred and Harriet Scott resided.  He smuggled arms into St. Louis prior to the outbreak 
of the war.  The Wide Awakes prevented the slave faction of the democratic party in Missouri 
from joining the Confederacy. 



Six hundred twenty thousand died in the Civil War, almost exactly the number of Africans 
brought to the United States as slaves.  Lincoln issued his Emancipation Proclamation in 
1863.  It freed the slaves in the states that had left the Union.  Since Missouri had not left 
the Union, it would not have affected the Scotts.  They achieved their freedom much earlier 
when the second husband of Irene Emerson discovered she was a party to the suit. Irene 
Emerson’s second husband was an abolitionist and he saw to it that the Scotts were freed. 



It is always easy to look back in time and conclude that historical events such as the Civil 
War were bound to happen.  The new nation was fragile at best.  At the time that the 
Constitution was drafted, the United States was surrounded by two powerful European 
empires—the British and the Spanish. 



The Native people were powerful potential allies for future European conquests. 



Two years after the ratification of the Constitution, the Haitian revolution put the fear of God 
into the hearts of southern slave owners.   
 



In 1822, Denmark Vesey mounted a slave revolt in South Carolina.  Nat Turner led another 
slave revolt in 1832 in Virginia.  Southern fears of African rebellion were very real. 



The Constitution was written with full knowledge of how vulnerable the new nation was to 
foreign powers with forts along its borders, to Native American attacks by people who did 
not give a lick what European treaties said about the territory they occupied, and the 
knowledge that roughly half the country was earning its living off the labor of enslaved 
Africans who, if given half a chance, would love to slit the throats of their oppressors. 



It didn’t help that the currency issued during and after the American Revolution was virtually 
worthless. 



The nation’s solution to those threats was to militarize the frontier.  Forts like Fort Snelling 
were designed to protect against European invasion, subdue resistance from Native groups 
and prepare for the seizure of native lands that could be used to raise money for the nation 
and pay off the debts incurred by the revolution. 



Western expansion did not address the problem of slavery.  The new Constitution never once 
mentioned slaves or used the expression “white person.”  It did, however, include in Article IV 
provisions for requiring states to return fugitive slaves to their owner.  That clause was a tacit 
admission that we began as a house divided. 



Another tacit admission was the 3/5 compromise which allowed slave holding states to count 
slaves as “3/5” of a person in determining the number of representatives it could send to 
Congress.  That compromise ensured that southern states would have disproportionate 
representation and greater power when it came to electing presidents.  
 



Even as late as 1850, the nation was trying to find ways to maintain the balance between slave 
power and northern power.  The territories which were rapidly becoming states presented a 
problem.  That compromise was annulled by the Dred Scott decision. 
 



The Scott case brought all the issues that threatened national unity to a head. 
 



While there were many in the north who opposed slavery and worked for its abolition, either 
immediately or gradually, few Americans, with the possible exception of Thaddeus Stevens 
and a handful of others, imagined it would be possible to resolve the conflict in a way that 
yielded full human rights for African Americans.  Thaddeus Stevens’ Fourteenth Amendment 
was supposed to achieve that goal.  It did not. 



Protecting African American rights in the South required establishing fourteen military 
districts in the South.  The readmission of the states under Republican control allowed people 
like Adelbert Ames to be elected as Republicans.  After his career as a carpetbagger ended, he 
moved to Northfield, Minnesota, and helped open up the First National Bank of Northfield.  
His father-in-law, General Benjamin Butler, the man who administered New Orleans during 
the war, was also an investor. 
 



Adelbert Ames’ bank in Northfield, Minnesota, was targeted by the James brothers in 
retaliation for his role in administering the defeated south. 



In 1876 the military districts were disbanded and the southern states were reconstituted with 
the requirement that they ratify the 14th Amendment.  The compromise of 1876 that put 
Rutherford B. Hayes in the White House included a promise by Hayes that the federal 
government would not enforce the 14th Amendement.  Jim Crow was born, and the Fourteenth 
Amendment rights of African Americans were trampled on for nearly a century. 



The nullification of the 14th Amendment accounts for the fact that the Wilson Administration 
took no action in response to the Duluth lynchings in 1920 or any of the other violent actions 
that took place the previous summer. 
 



The terms of the Fourteenth Amendment did not become a reality until Civil rights activists 
in the 1960s used nonviolent protests, such as this one conducted on the Edmund J. Pettis 
Bridge in Alabama, to force the federal government to act.   
 



In response to the violence by white supremacists, President Lyndon Baines Johnson 
proposed Civil Rights legislation to enforce the 14th Amendment and ensure voting rights 
for African Americans. 



It took enormous courage on the part of the civil rights protestors to walk arm and arm 
across the Edmund J. Pettis Bridge, knowing that they faced the full force of Bull Connor’s 
police force, just as it took enormous courage on the part of Harriet and Dred Scott to ask for 
their day in court.  They were denied that day by the Supreme Court.  Their children and 
grandchildren hid their identity so as to not incur the wrath of the white supremacists who 
terrorized African Americans in Missouri during the era of Jim Crow.  Because later 
generations followed the example of the Scotts, we became a better country.  We are a 
better country, a freer country for what they did.  As Doctor King was fond of observing, “The 
arc of the universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” 
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African-American Judicial Panel 
Open Doors to Federal Courts 

April 25, 2013 

Minnesota Court of Appeals Judge Kevin G. Ross, Minnesota Supreme Court Associate Justice Wilhelmina 
Wright, Hennepin County District Judge Lyonel Norris, and Ramsey County District Judge Edward Wilson 



Minnesota Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Wilhelmina Wright 

Minnesota Court of Appeals  
Judge Kevin G. Ross 

Hennepin County Judge Lyonel Norris Ramsey County Judge Edward Wilson 



Open Doors Coordinator 
Rebecca Baertsch 

Judicial Assistant to Judge Donovan W. Frank 

Courthouse Volunteers Melissa Nguyen, 
Financial Technician, and Danielle Maier, Law 

Clerk to Magistrate Judge Jeffrey J. Keyes 

Katie Uline, Financial Administrator 

Michael Vicklund, St. Paul Division Manager 
With Eighth Circuit Library Dred Scott Display 

Katie Thompson, Civil Docket Clerk 
Pianist for Open Doors Program 

Jefferson Assistant Principal Kevin Groebner 
Our Host for the Morning 



Federal Bar Association Luncheon 
May 22, 2013 

Some of the members of the Dred Scott Project Committee: Attorney Tom Nelson, U.S. District Judge Donovan W. Frank, 
 Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis, Lynne Jackson (Great-Great-Granddaughter of Dred and Harriet Scott), Attorney Rachel 

Zimmerman, Archie Givens, Frank White, and Attorney Mary Rice, Chair of Bloomington Human Rights Commission 



U.S. District Judge Joan N. Ericksen, Eighth 
Circuit Judge Diana E. Murphy, Lynne Jackson, 

Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis 

Hennepin County Judge Lyonel Norris, 
Mary Rice, and Attorney Patrick Martin 

Attorney Rachel Zimmerman 

Lynne Jackson with Quit Claim Deed that gave 
Dred Scott his freedom 

U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis 

Archie Givens and Attorney 
Tom Nelson 

Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis and 
 Ramsey County District Judge Edward Wilson 

Judicial Assistant 
Rebecca Baertsch and 

Lynne Jackson 

Eighth Circuit Library Dred Scott Display 









Legacy of Courage and Freedom: 
Dred and Harriet Scott 

Bloomington Civic Plaza 
May 22, 2013 

Richard Josey, Jr., Manager of Programs, Histroic Sites and Museums 
Division, Minnesota Historical Society, and Jamil Jude, Producer in 

Residence, Mixed Blood Theater 





Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis and his 
family greet Lynne Jackson 

Eighth Circuit Librarian Andrea 
Wambach and Andrew Zimmer 

Ellen Sletten, Clerk of U.S. District Court Rich 
Sletten, and Training Specialist Charles Cree 

Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. 
Davis and Chief Bankruptcy Judge 
Gregory F. Kishel and Karin Kishel 

Frank White greeting guests 



Don and Jean Mueting 

U.S. District Judge Ann D. Montgomery visits 
with Chief Judge Davis’s family 

U.S. District Judge Susan Richard Nelson (on right) Mary Rice greeting guests 

Jim Urie, City of Bloomington 

Left:  Tracy Smith, City of Bloomington 
Human Services Division, and Rebecca  

  Baertsch, U.S. District Court Judicial 
Assistant to Judge Donovan W. Frank 

Randy Quale, Manager, 
Bloomington Park and 
 Recreation Department 

Jerry Getz 

Representative from Holiday and U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Tony N. Leung and his son 

Lorinda Pearson, Manager of the 
Human Services Division and Staff 
Liaison to the Human Rights Commission 



Kristine Wegner, Manny Atwal, and 
Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis 

Bloomington Mayor 
 Gene Winstead (on right) 





Frank White 

U.S. District Judge Donovan W. Frank Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis Emcee Tom Nelson 

Mary Rice Mayor Gene Winstead 



Living History Re-enactment 
May 22, 2013 











Frederick Douglass 
portrayed by Minnesota Court of Appeals Judge Kevin G. Ross 





New Signage for Dred Scott Playfields 
Bloomington, Minnesota 









Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis, Lynne Jackson, Mary Rice, and Frank White pose with photo of Fort Snelling 
presented to Lynne Jackson.  Lynne Jackson’s Great-Great-Grandparents, Dred and Harriet Scott were married at                  
Fort  Snelling. 



Tom Nelson, Chief U.S. District Judge Michael J. Davis, Minnesota Court of Appeals Judge Kevin G. Ross, Mary Rice, Lynne Jackson, 
Mayor Gene Winstead, and Frank White 
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