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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 

 
 
 
 
IN RE ST. JUDE MEDICAL, INC.,   :  
SILZONE HEART VALVES PRODUCTS  : 
LIABILITY LITIGATION     : MDL DOCKET NO. 1396 
 

 

JOINT STATUS CONFERENCE REPORT 

(Telephonic Status Conference—September 24, 2002, 2:00 p.m.) 

 The parties have met and conferred and submit the following status report to the Court. 

1. STATUS OF CLASS CERTIFICATION MOTION 

              Plaintiffs filed and served their Revised Reply Brief on September 10, 2002.  

Defendants Sur-Reply, limited to new arguments raised by Plaintiffs, if any, is due September 

20, 2002.  The hearing on the class certification motion is scheduled for 10:00 a.m., October 2, 

2002.  At this Status Conference, the Court will advise the parties as to any specific areas the 

Court would like counsel to address at the class certification hearing.  The Court will establish 

the protocol for the hearing.   

2. DISCOVERY MATTERS 

A.    Cross-Noticing of Depositions  

The parties have set forth their relative positions in letters to the Court dated September 

18, 2002 (letter from Steve Kohn) and September 19, 2002 (letter from Gordon Rudd on behalf 

of Steve Angstreich). 
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B.    Status of Third Party Discovery 

 As the Court is aware, Plaintiffs have issued a document subpoena to Sulzer 

Carbomedics, Inc., another company that makes, among other things, heart valve products. This 

subpoena was issued  from the United States District Court for the Western District of Texas on 

August 29, 2002.  Plaintiffs seek documents relating to, among other things, Sulzer 

Carbomedics’ contacts with Spire Corporation concerning Spire’s silver-coating technology.  

Plaintiffs are considering deposing the individual at Sulzer Carbomedics most knowledgeable 

concerning that company’s decision not to develop Spire’s silver-coating technology.  Sulzer 

Carbomedics has objected to the subpoena in part. It does appear, however, that Court 

intervention will be necessary and the Plaintiffs intend to move this Court for an appropriate 

order based upon the Court’s statement at the last Status Conference  that it would entertain an 

order compelling production upon proper motion brought before the Court by Plaintiffs. 

3. DECLASSIFICATION OF CLASS CERTIFICATION MOTION 

Plaintiffs intend to move the Court for an Order declassifying the class certification 

briefing “confidential” so that it is open and available to the public.  Plaintiffs’ motion will only 

request that the briefing be declassified, not any documents attached to the motion which have 

been designated confidential.  Plaintiffs anticipate that their brief will be provided to the Court 

before the status call on September 24, 2002.   

St. Jude Medical notes that although plaintiffs' class certification briefing was filed under 

seal pursuant to Pretrial Order No. 4, a copy of the briefing is currently accessible to the public in 

the September 5, 2002 edition of  Mealey's Emerging Drugs and Devices.   

St. Jude Medical intends to file a Motion for Protective Order to be submitted on October 

3, 2002, relating to certain third party discovery and the declassification of the Class 
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Certification trial exhibits for which the parties can not agree as to their confidential status.    

Plaintiffs’ response would be filed on October 17, 2002. 

4. NEXT STATUS CONFERENCE 

The parties suggest that a status conference occur, either by telephone or in person in late 

October to ensure the continued orderly progression of this case.  

     ZIMMERMAN REED, P.L.L.P. 
 
 
Dated:  September 19, 2002   BY:___________________________________ 

    CHARLES S. ZIMMERMAN 
   J. GORDON RUDD, JR. 
   DAVID M. CIALKOWSKI 
   651 Nicollet Mall, Suite 501  

     Minneapolis, MN  55402 
    (612) 341-0400 
 
 

CAPRETZ & ASSOCIATES 
 
 
      BY:___________________________________ 
       JAMES T. CAPRETZ 
       5000 Birch Street, Suite 2500 
       West Tower 
       Newport Beach, CA  92660 

    (949) 724-3000 
 

LEVY, ANGSTREICH, FINNEY, BALDANTE, 
      RUBENSTEIN & COREN, P.C. 
 
 

 BY:______________________________________ 
   STEVEN E. ANGSTREICH 

       MICHAEL COREN 
       CAROLYN C. LINDHEIM 
       Woodcrest Pavilion, Suite 100 
       Ten Melrose Avenue 
       Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003 

    (856) 424-8967 
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      GREEN, SCHAAF & JACOBSON, P.C. 
   
  

    BY:___________________________________ 
       JOE D. JACOBSON 
       7733 Forsyth, Suite 700 
       St. Louis, MO  63105 
       (314) 862-6800 
 
       COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS 
       
 

CROSBY, HEAFEY, ROACH & MAY 
Professional Corporation 

 
    BY:  

 David E. Stanley 
355 South Grand Avenue, Suite 2900 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
213-457-8000  

 
HALLELAND, LEWIS, NILAN, SIPKINS & 
JOHNSON 
 
 
BY:___________________________________ 
 Tracy Van Steenburgh 

       220 South Sixth St., Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
612-338-1838  
 

 COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT 
 ST. JUDE MEDICAL, INC. 


