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Dear Ms. Hansen:

On May 4, 2009, I received a letter you sent to me in February 2009.  A law firm in
Dallas, Texas, kindly forwarded me your letter, which had inadvertently been sent to the
wrong address.  For this reason, I am only now responding to your letter.

I am the district judge assigned to the Multi-District Litigation (“MDL”) for most of
the Guidant defibrillator cases in the United States.  MDL is a procedure utilized in the
federal court system to transfer to one federal judge all pending civil cases of a similar type
throughout the United States.  Litigation, especially complex litigation involving medical
devices, can be very time-consuming, confusing, frustrating, and risky.  I can assure you that
the Court and the parties have been working diligently during the last few years to arrive at
a settlement that compensates claimants based on a number of factors including whether
someone’s pacemaker/defibrillator was recalled, whether it malfunctioned, and whether and
when it was explanted.  As a sitting United States District Court Judge, I cannot give you
legal advice.  And because I do not know the specifics of your situation, I cannot comment
specifically on the contents of your letter or the views you expressed therein.  

If you continue to have questions about your case, I urge you to contact your attorney,
Patrick J. Mulligan.  In addition, Elizabeth Peterson of the Lead Counsel Committee may be
able to answer some of your questions concerning how settlement amounts were allocated.
She may be reached at 1-800-755-0098.
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I am copying Mr. Mulligan, Ms. Peterson, and Guidant’s counsel on this letter so
that they are aware of my communication to you.  

Very truly yours,

s/Donovan W. Frank

DONOVAN W. FRANK
Judge of United States District Court

DWF:rlb
c: Patrick J. Mulligan, Esq.

The Mulligan Law Firm
4514 Cole Avenue, Suite 300
Dallas, TX  75205

Elizabeth Peterson, Esq.
Zimmerman Reed
651 Nicollet Mall, Suite 501
Minneapolis, MN  55402-4123

Jeff Nelson, Esq.
Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
2555 Grand Blvd.
Kansas City, MO  64108-2613


